Search Warrant Templates

In recent appellate court decisions, courts have noted that advances in technology can improve
the ability of law enforcement abilities to obtain a search warrant easier and faster. Use of e-
warrants—a computerized document [such as a Microsoft Word or Adobe Acrobat PDF] or form
containing the search warrant affidavit—is a growing trend.

Developing and using standardized templates for parts of the affidavit will expedite preparation
of warrants. For example, creating and storing the “hero statement”—a list of the police officer
qualifications and experience including all training and experience pertinent to the crime for
which the warrant relates—will expedite completion of the warrant application.

The Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association/Institute contacted members and requested that
they submit templates for search warrant applications used in investigations of DUI and other
serious traffic offenses.

If a search warrant is challenged, the review is limited to the four corners of the document. No
one can anticipate all possible scenarios that law enforcement officers will face. The templates
are not intended to limit information provided in the application but to guide the applicant in
preparing it. If there are factors that are relevant to the establishment of probable cause that are
not contained in these templates, please include them.

Familiarize yourself with local court rules and practices in your jurisdiction. Processes for prior
approval of warrant applications by the district attorney’s office and night-time applications
vary.

District Attorneys from Adams, Cumberland, Lancaster Counties have generously provided their
templates. We acknowledge their assistance.

Police officers should consult with the district attorney’s office for their jurisdiction prior to
implementation

1. Adams County General page 2
2. Cumberland County General with nighttime search provisions pages 3-4
3. Lancaster County medical records after crash page 5
4. Lancaster County—blood sample and analysis; crash;
PBT result 0.00; BAC test requested page 6
5. Lancaster County—blood sample and analysis for drugs including
Alcohol; DUI checkpoint; breath test results 0.0; nighttime search page 7

6. Lancaster County—Dblood sample and analysis for drugs including
alcohol; DUI checkpoint; breath test results 0.0; DRE evaluation;

nighttime search page 8
7. Lancaster County—Dblood sample and analysis for drugs including
alcohol; crash; breath test results 0.0; DRE evaluation page 9
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania AFFIDAVIT OF

PROBABLE CAUSE
COUNTY OF Adams =3
Docket Mumber Paolice Incident Warrant Conirol
{Issuing Authority). Mumber: Mumber:

PROBABLE CAUSE BELIEF IS BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCUM STANCES:
Social secunty AUMBSrs and financial INformation fe.g. PINS] should not be Nstedl ¥ the INentity of an Socount rumber sust Be estabiished, 58 aniy the fast four digits. 204 Pa.Code 55
2437 F137

| have been employed as a police officer for years. | have significant training relating to the detection of
impaired drivers. This fraining includes recognizing the signs of impaired driving and impaired individuals. | have made
approximately arrests for driving under the influence in my career and have interacted with many maore
intoxicated individuals.

Om (date), at approximately (time), (facts of how you came in contact with the suspect, traffic stop, dispatch, etc.
including location in Adams County)

(Paragraph describing initial interactions with suspect, signs of intoxication, any statements about drinking/drug use)
(Faragraph on field sobriety testing, which tests and suspect's performance)

Based on my training and expenence and my interactions with the suspect outlined above, | formed the opinion that
he/she was under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs o a degree that rendered him/her incapable or safely operating
a motor vehicle. Because of this opinion, | placed (the suspect) under amast for suspicion of driving under the
influence. (The suspect) was then transported to Hospital for chemical testing. While at the hospiial, (the
suspect) was requested to submit to a blood draw. Hefshe refused.

| know through my fraining and expenence that drugs and alcohol work in combination to affect an individual's level of
impairment. | also know that sometimes outward signs of impairment are masked by one drug, even if there are
multiple substances in a person's system that are contributing to his'her level of impairment. Accordingly, | am
requesting that the blood be subjected to chemical testing for the presence of alcohol andfor drugs to accurately
determine the substances in the individual's system that contributed to the signs of impaimment that | have observed.
These signs of impairment are detailed above.

1 IE-D'.FGbLIuII]’ |'r.-\..|u=.:u. ms ﬂ'.l'l.ll'u\'ul WU DTl yvaaran e I‘.IJI'E .:u.:pr.-\..-l.;a- [FFLE T Rl ] ] II|.'IE. Lo | L g L-I.IIIEI.-I.EU:, uir= -ﬂﬂll‘.l‘l'l:
will be sent to an approved testing facility to determine the blood alcohol concentration andfor levels of drugs in (the
suspect's) system. It should be noted that this imnvestigation (does/does not) involve a fatality nor serious bodily injury.

|, THE AFFIANT, BEING DULY 5WORM ACCORDING TO LAW, DEPO SE AND SAY THAT THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE AFFIDAVIT ARE
TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

{SEAL)

Affiant Signature Dare Issuing Authorizy Signamwre Dare

Page 1 of FPages




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania APPLICATION FOR
SEARCH WARRANT

COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND : AND AUTHORIZATION
Docket Mumber Police Incident Warrant Control

{Issuing Authority): Mumber: Mumber:

AFFANT NAME AGENCT PHONE NUMBER DATE OF APPLICATMN
IDENTIFY ITEM3 TO EE EEARCHED FOR ANDy 3EIZED (E= a5 soachic a5 possibis):

The whole blood sample of

APECIFIC DE ECRIPTION OF PREMI EE B ANDMOR FERBON T BE BEARCHED jSirast snd Wo. Apf. o, Wahicle, S Daposi? Eox, afc b

SUSPECT

MAME OF OWHER, DCCUPANT OR POEIEEI0R OF BAID PRENMIAES TO BE EEARCHED [ propar nama (s unknonn. pive allas anaior gasorafionl

WVICLATION OF [Dasonbe oonous? or soscify stands)” DAETE[S}OF WIDLATIOM:

Dniving Under the Influence 75 Pa.C.5.A. 3802

] Warrant Application Approved by District Artorney — DA File No.

¥ DA apgprovad reguired por Fa R Crim . 20024 with assigned Fife Mo per Fa R Crim. . 707

] Additional Pages Amtached (Other than Affidavit of Probable Cause)
] Probable Cause Affidavit{s) MUST be attached (unless sealed below) Total number of pages:

TOTAL NUMEER OF PAGEE 18 BUM OF ALL APFLICATION, PROBAELE CAUSE AND CONTINUATION PAGE B EVEN IF ANY OF THE PABEE ARE EEALED
The below named Affiant, being duly sworn {or afirmed) before the Izsuing Authority according to law, deposes and says that thers is probable
cause to believe that certain propenty is evidence of or the fruit of a crime or is contraband or is unlawfully possessed or is othenwise subject fo
seizure, and is located at the paricular premises or in the possession of the particular person as described above.

Signature of Affiant Agency or Address if private Affiant Esdge Number
Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of 20 . Mag. Dist. No.

{SEAL)
Signature of issuing Authontv Office Address
SEARCH WARRANT WHEREAS, facts have been swom to or affitmed before me by written affidavit(s) attached hersto from
TO LAY ENEORCEMENT which | have found probakble cause, | do authorize you to search the premises or person described, and to
OFFICER: seize, secure, inventory and make return according fo the Pennsyhania Rules of Griminal Pracedurs.

D This YWarrant shall be served as soon as practicable and shall be s=rved only between the hours of 8AM to 10PM but in no event later than:*

D This Warrant shall be =served as soon as practicable and may be served any time during the day or night but in no event later than: *

M, o'clock 20

* The lssuing SUmarky showd Specily 3 date mof lafer than twa (2) days affer issuance. Fa.R.Crim P, 2005/0).
= if tha issLing Swihorky finds reasonahie cavse for Issuing & Mghitme wamant on the Aasls of S00VNONS! resSonabie c5Use S8 forth I the Sccompanying afoauts)
ang wishes o \ssue 3 nightiime waran!, hen s hlock shal be checed. Pa.R.Crim.P. 2004/g).

Issued under my hand this day of 20 at M, o'clock.
(SEAL)
Signamwre of Issuing Authoriny Mag. Dist. or Judicial Dist. No. Dare Commission Expires:
Title of Issuing Authority: ] Magisterial District Judge [] Common Pleas Judge O]
] For good cause stated in the affidavits(s) the Search Warrant Affidavit(s) are sealed for aays
by my certification and signature. (Pa.R.Crim.P. 2011)
(Date}  (SEAL)

| Signarture of Issuing AUThonty (Judge of the Court of Common Pleas or Appellste Court Justice or Judge).

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE ISSUING AUTHORITY




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania AFFIDAVIT OF
PROBABLE CAUSE

COUNTY OF .. :

Docket Mumber Faolice Incident Warrant Conirol

{Isswing Autharity): Mumber: Mumber:

PROBABLE CAUSE BELIEF I5 BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES:

Your affiant is . I am a swom police officer with and have
been zo for vears. |am tramed and expenienced in recognizing the effects that alcohol and’or drogs have upon an

mdividual's ability to zafelv operator & motor velucle. [ have recerved the followme traiming related to drving wmder the influence:

In my official capacity as a law enforcement officer [ have investizatad over gleohol/dmg related incidents. T
encounter individuals who are under the mfluence of alcohol/'dmizs on a regular basis while on duty. I have personally chserved the
effects that alcohol/drugs have upon & person's coordination, motor skalls, and akality to perform drnded attention tasks such as
driving. I have mvestigated more than drving imder the nfluence incidents. Dunng these mvestigations T
have personally observed suspects drving under the influence, collected and recorded evidence of intorcation, performed field
aobrety testing, sought and obtained zearch warrants, swom to and filed ciminal complaints for Driving Under the Influence, and
testified under oath regarding 2 Defendant's mability to safely operate a motor vehicle due to alchol / drug mgestion. [ have alzo
nzed my training and experience to conclude that certain suspects are not inder the influence to a2 depree that they are meapable of
safe dving, and have elected not to file criminal charges m those instances.

Your affiant is mvestizating suspect for offenses under the vehicle code, to include but not
lmitied to, Driving Under the Inflence in violation of 75 Pa.C.S_ A 3802,

(INSERT AFFIDAVIT OF FROBAELE CAUSE)
INCLUDE: 1. Information received prior to the stop
2. Suzpect was drving on a roadway or trafficway within Cumberland County
Your observations of the suspect's doving and basiz for vehicle stop
Chzervations that the vehicle was operated (warm hood Jeys in imnition/ mmnimg/tire tracks)
. Evidence that puts suspects behind the wheel and TIME he/she was behind the wheel
Suspect and Winess statements regarding alchol/'drig uzapge
Obzervations of imtoxication
SF5T's
PET results
DEE

R

Based on my framing and experience and the totality of the circumstances in this caze, I have probable cause to believe the suspect
operated a vehucle upon a lnghoay, roadway or trafficway of the Commonwealth of Penmayivama m violation of 75 PaC S A
3802, As=uch I am sesking this warrant for the suzpect's blood in order o timely determine hizher blood alcohel concentration
and Sor the presence of 2 controlled substance m his'her blood stream. This evidence 1s relevant and probative towards mv ongoing
mvestigation of 75 PaC.5 A 3802

Between the hours of 10 P13 and & A M., vour affiant 1= requesting the issuance of a nighttime search warrant pursuant to

Pa B Crim Pr. 206(7). Time 1= of the ezsence in collecting the suspect's blood sample as vour affiant must make a good faith effort
to comply with the two hour rule provided mn 73 pacsa 3802, In addion, Robm McCann, Ph D, Analyhical Consultant, and
Director of Toxicology for the Cumberland County Office of The District Attomey, has explained that the elimination rate of
ethanol from blood falls within the range of 0.010-0.035%: /hour in most people (1), As such, evidence of the suspects intoxication
will diszipate with the passaze of ime. With regard to drig cases, Fobin MeCann also states that in order to obtain the most
accurate readme of drug concentrations i the blood aroumd the time of driving, and be in 2 position to determine the effects that
drug has upon a person’s mmparment. blood samples should be obtaned withowut delay.

(1) Jones, AW, Evidence-based survey of the elimination rates of ethanol from blood with applications in forensic casework.
Forensic Sei Int. 200 (20100, 1-20.

l, , BEING DULY SWORN ACCORDING TOLAW, DEPOSE AND 5AY THAT THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE AFFIDAVIT ARE TRUE
AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

{SEAL)

Affiant Signature Dare Issuing Authoriry Signamre Dare

Page 1 of 1 Pages




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania AFFIDAVIT OF

PROBABLE CAUSE
COUNTY OF LANCASTER =3
Docket Number Paolice Incident Warrant Control
{Issuing Autharity) Mumber: Mumber:

PROBABLE CAUSE BELIEF IS BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES:

1. Your Affiant is currently a member of the DEPARTMERNT, and curmrenthy holds the rank of RANE. Your affiant has
been gainfully employed with DEFARTMENT since A5 a RANK with DEPARTMENT, vour affiant is empowerad
with conducting investigations for offenses enumerated in Title 18, PA Crimes Code; Title 75, PA Vehicle Code; Title
35, PA Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act (CSDDCA); Title 67, Transportation.

2. During the course of employment, vour affiant has received training in the following areas:
LIST ACADEMY & RELEVANT SPECIALIZED TRAIMING (SFST / ARIDE / Breath Test Operator / DRE).

3. On, DATE & TIME, vour affiant was assigned to conduct a motor vehicle accident investigation. Provide a brief
synopsis of the crash. During the crash investigation, vour affiant spoke with SUSPECT. Your affiant observed the
following indicators of impairment: FILL IN FACTS RELATED TO PERSOMAL CONTACT.

Mumber each new line. Fill in information relating to any SFSTs administerad ar, if none, what hospital they were
transported to.

## That based on all of the above, your affiant is requesting the seizure of medical records as they pertain to the Blood
Alcohol Concentration (BAC) of SUSFECT, DOB, for the purpose of this investigation.

|, THE AFFIANT, BEING DULY SWORMN ACCORDING TO LAW, DEPOSE AMD SAY THAT THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE AFFIDAVIT ARE
TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND EELIEF.

{SEAL]}

Affiant Signature Dare Issuing Authority Signamre Dare

Page of Fages




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania AFFIDAVIT OF

PROBABLE CAUSE
COUNTY OF #
Docket Number Paolice Incident Warrant Confrol
{Issuing Authosity). Mumber: Mumber;

PROBABLE CAUSE BELIEF 15 BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCLMSTANCES:

1. ¥our Affiant is currently a member of the DEPARTMENT, and currenthy holds the rank of RANK. Your affiant has
been gainfully employed with DEPARTMENT since . As a8 RANEK with DEPARTMENT, vour affiant is empowered
with conducting investigations for offenses enumerated in Title 18, PA Crimes Code; Title 75, PA Vehicle Code; Title
35, PA Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmefic Act (CSDDCA); Title 67, Transportation.

2. During the course of employment, your affiant has received training in the following areas:
LIST ACADEMY & RELEVANT SPECIALIZED TRAINING (SFST / ARIDE f Breath Test Operator / DRE).

3. On, DATE & TIME, your affiant was assigned to conduct a motor vehicle accident investigation. Provide a brief
synopsis of the crash. During the crash investigation, yvour affiant spoke with SUSPECT. Your affiant observed the
following indicators of impairment FILL IN FACTS RELATED TO PERSOMAL CONTACT.

4 5USPECT was asked to exit their vehicle and perform standardized field sobriety tests. During performance of these
tests, SUSPECT displayed a number of clues indicating that they were under the influence of alcohol.

5. Based on all of the above in light of my training and experience, SUSPECT was operating their vehicle while under
the influence of alcohol 1o a degree that rendered them incapable of driving safely.

6. In addition, a portable breath test was administered indicating that SUSPECT had a breath alcohol concentration of
0.000%.

7. SUSPECT was placed under arrest for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol or Controlled Substance.

3. That based on all of the above, your affiant is requesting the seizure and subsequent laboratory examinations and
testing of the blood drawn from the body of SUSPECT, DOEB, to determine the concentration of alcohol in their blood.

|, THE AFFIANT, BEING DULY 5WORN ACCORDING TO LAW, DEFOSE AND SAY THAT THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE AFFIDAVIT ARE
TRUE AND CORRECT TQ THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

{SEAL)

Affiant Signature Dare Issuwing Authority Signamre Dazte

Page of Pages




AFFIDAVIT OF
PROBABLE CAUSE

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

COUNTY OF LANCASTER

Docket Mumber Paolice Incident Warrant Control
{Issuing Autharity). Mumber: Mumber:

FPROBABLE CAUSE BELIEF IS BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES:

1. ¥our Affiant is cumently a member of the DEFARTMENT, and currently holds the rank of RANK. | have been
gainfully employed with DEFARTMENT since . A5 8 RANK with DEFARTMENT, | am empoweraed with
conducting investigations for offenses enumerated in Title 18, PA Crimes Code; Title 75, PA Vehicle Code; Title 35, PA
Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act (CSDDCA); Title 67, Transportation.

2. Dwring the course of my employment | have received training in the following areas:
LIST ACADEMY & RELEVANT SPECIALIZED TRAIMING (SFST / ARIDE / Breath Test Operator / DRE).

3. On, DATE & TIME, vour affiant was assisting in a DUI Checkpoint as a member of the Lancaster County DUI Task
Force when WVEHICLE entered the checkpoint. During conversation with the driver, identified as SUSPECT, your affiant
observed the following indicators of impairment: FILL IN FACTS RELATED TO PERSONAL CONTACT.

4. SUSPECT was asked to exit their vehicle and perform standardized field sobriety tests. During performance of these
tests, SUSPECT displayed a number of clues indicating that they were under the influence.

5. Based on all of the above in light of my training and experience, SUSPECT was operating their vehicle while under
the influence of a drug or combination of drugs to a degree that rendered them incapable of driving safely.

6. In addition a breath test was administered showing a breath alcohaol concentration of 0.000% which is inconsistent
with the observed level of impairment.

7. SUSPECT was placed under arrest and asked to consent to a drug influence evaluation. Drug Recognition Expert

(DRE) DRE MAME performed an evaluation of SUSPECT and determined that SUSPECT was under the influence of
DRUG CATEGORY / CATEGORIES.

&. Pursuant to Rules 203(E) and 206(7) of the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, your affiant is requesting a

nighttime search based on reasonable cause. Specifically, based on your affiant’s training and experience, blood drug
concentrations decrease over fime and evidence will be lost if the warrant is not executed in a timely manner.

9. That based on all of the above, your affiant is requesting the seizure and subsequent laboratory examinations and

testing of the blood drawn from the body of SUSFECT, DOE, to determine the presence and concentration of drugs
(including alcohol) in their blood.

|, THE AFFIANT, BEING DULY SWORN ACCORDING TO LAW, DEPOSE AND SAY THAT THE FACT S SET FORTH IN THE AFFIDAVIT ARE
TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

{SEAL)

Affiant Signature Dare Issuing Authoriry Signanire Dare

Page of Fages




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania AFFIDAVIT OF

PROBABLE CAUSE
COUNTY OF LANCASTER
Docket Number Paolice Incident Warrant Control
{Issuing Authority): Mumber: Mumber:

PROBABLE CAUSE BELIEF 15 BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCLUMSTANCES:

1. ¥our Affiant is currently a member of the DEFARTMENT, and currenthy holds the rank of RANK. Your affiant has
been gainfully employed with DEPARTMENT since . A5 a RAMEK with DEPARTMENT, vour affiant is empowered
with conducting investigations for offenses enumerated in Title 18, PA Crimes Code; Title 75, PA Vehicle Code; Title
35, PA Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act (CSDDCA); Title 67, Transportation.

2. During the course of employment, your affiant has received training in the following areas:
LIST ACADEMY & RELEVANT SPECIALIZED TRAINING (SFST / ARIDE / Breath Test Operator / DRE).

3. On, DATE & TIME, vour affiant was assignad to conduct a motor vehicle accident investigation. Provide a brief
synopsis of the crash. During the crash investigation, yvour afiiant spoke with SUSPECT. Your affiant observed the
following indicators of impairment FILL IN FACTS RELATED TO PERSOMAL CONTACT.

4 5USPECT was asked to exit their vehicle and perform standardized field sobriety tests. During performance of these
tests, SUSPECT displayed a number of clues indicating that they were under the influence.

5. Based on all of the above in light of my training and experience, SUSPECT was operating their vehicle while under
the influence of alcohol o a degree that rendered them incapable of driving safely.

. In addition a breath test was administered showing a breath alcohol concentration of 0.000% which is inconsistent
with the obsenved level of impairment.

7. SUSPECT was placed under arrest and asked to consent to a drug influence evaluation. Drug Recognition Expert
(DRE) DRE NAME performed an evaluation of SUSPECT and determined that SUSPECT was under the influence of
DRUG CATEGORY / CATEGORIES.

5. That based on all of the above, your affiant is requesting the seizure and subsequent laboratory examinations and

testing of the blood drawn from the body of SUSPECT, DOE, to determing the presence and concentration of drugs
(including alcohol) in their blood.

|, THE AFFIANT, BEING DULY SWORN ACCORDING TO LAW, DEFOSE AND SAY THAT THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE AFFIDAVIT ARE
TRUE AND CORRECT TQ THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

{SEAL)

Affiant Signature Dare Issuing Authority Signamre Dazte

Page of Pages







